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(574) 647-7458

Important information
about animal bites

Animal bites are a special type of
wound. They are more likely to become
infected than simple cuts or scrapes be-
cause they often contain many bacteria.
‘Your doctor may decide not to stitch your
bite wound if (s)he feels it would increase
the chance of infection. Human bites are
particularly prone to infection.

Rabies is an extremely rare disease,
mostly confined to a few wild animals
such as bats, skunks, and racoons. Do-
mestic animals, such as cats and dogs,
rarely carry rabies. Decisions about
rabies vaccination are made according
to the circumstances surrounding your
bite.

If you received a tetanus booster
today, expect the area around the
injection to be sore for a few days.

Emergency Department
Patient Care Instructions
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. Keep the wound clean. Unless otherwise directed by the

physician, after the first 24 hours you should wash the wound
gently with a mild soap, once a day, and change the bandage.

. Wash your hands before washing the bite or changing

the bandage.

Seek medical attention immediately if the bite shows
signs of infection:

WORSENING PAIN

PUS DRAINING FROM THE WOUND
REDNESS AND / OR RED STREAKS
SWELLING AROUND THE WOUND
FEVER

Rest and elevate the wound as much as possible. Keep the
bandage clean and dry. [f the bandage gets wet, change it.

If you were bitten by a known animal, it should be kept qua-
rantined in the house or locked up for observation for 10 days.
All animal bites should be reported to the Environmental
Control Bureau at (574) 235-9303.

. For best results, have the bite followed up as specified by

the physician on your general instruction sheet. This is es-
pecially important if sutures (stitches) have been applied.

If Steri-Stripse have been applied to your wound, keep the
area as dry as possible. Although follow up is still important,
the strips will fall off on their own; it is not usually necessary
to remove them.

If pain medicine has not been prescribed, acetaminophen
(Tylenole, Panadole, etc.), aspirin, or Ibuprofen (Advile,
Nuprine) should provide adequate pain relief. Never take
any medication to which you have a known allergy.




